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Old, Homestead Oxen and Bob Smith, Driver 









rt 


O P£J 




!>f 


1 


V 




N 












rt 







V 



OFFICERS 



THE OLD HOMESTEAD ASSOCIATION 



President 
Vice-President 
Sec. - Treas. 



Douglas F. Navish 

John Madden 

Elsie C. Navish 



Warren Tracy 
John Madden 
Luther MacLeod 



DIRECTORS 



Jack Gcmmell 



Douglas F. Navish 



Harlan G. Barrett 



* 




Harold F. Drew 
Play Director 



DENMAN THOMPSON and THE OLD HOMESTEAD 






The Old Homestead - the greatest play the world has ever laughed and 
wept over - an enduring classic beloved of generation after generation - will 
forever stand as a monument to its creator, Denman Thompson. 

"The Old Homestead" had its world premiere at the Boston Theatre in 
April, 1886 and from the moment the curtain went up there was never a 
question about its success. In writing "The Old Homestead", Mr. Thompson 
combined the lives of several of the people that he knew in Swanzey, taking 
the characteristics of each to make the unique character presented. "Uncle 
Joshua Whitcomb" is a combination of Joshua Holbrook and Captain Otis 
Whitcomb. The real Uncle Joshua, with his brother, Aaron and sister, 
Rhoda - "Aunt Matilda" of the play - lived on the old Holbrook Farm. Aunt 
Rlioda was the tailoress for theneighborhood, going from house to house 
with her outfit early and late to supply the demands of her customers with 
new coats and suits. Following the death of Aunt Rhoda the Holbrook Farm 
passed into other hands. Joyce Kilmer wrote the poem "Trees" while a guest 
at the Holbrook Farm. 

"Cy Prime", the bashful lover in the play, lived near the Holbrook Farm, 
and it would be strange if some part of this love romance were not true, for 
what would have been more natural than for him to tire of his lonely life 
and look with longing eyes toward the thrifty Rhoda, but, lacking the courage 
of his convictions, he died with his secret untold. 

"Seth Perkins", "Rickety Ann" and "Eb Ganzey" were imaginary 
characters, whose laughable antics are so woven in with the acts of the 
others that the group is made complete. 

The play "The Old Homestead" was a great financial success, but it 
is not in this way alone that its success is measured. An evening's visit to 
the theatre witnessing this play has been the turning point in the life of 
manv — one young man in a western city who had neglected to write to 
his parents in the East wrote to Mr. Thompson saying ; — "When I saw the 
great anxiety of the father for his son, I cried like a child and I went straight 
to the hotel and wrote him, and I am going to write everv week of my life. 
You know I was raised in the country and the play took me back to my 
old homestead." 



Denman Thompson toured year after year, playing the leading role in 
his play, and the name "The Old Homestead" became a household word from 
Maine to California. 

In a word, "The Old Homestead" epitomizes not merely the New England 
in which its scenes are laid, but the nation as well, It stands for those rugged 
qualities that have made this nation great. It stands for all that is clean and 
worth-while in our life. 

Another young man living in Chicago, by his own statement was a 
"Bum". "The Old Homestead" was playing in Chicago, passing the theatre 
he was attracted by the poster at the entrance. He found just money enough 
in his pocket to get in. When "Uncle Josh" befriended the tramp and gave 
him money to go home and the words "Go home and try to be somebody - 
you are a young" man yet - it ain't to late. The story goes he went home and 
became a respectable citizen. He was in Keene in later years and told the 
story. He went to a florist shop and purchased flowers and took them tO' the 
cemetery in West Swanzey and placed them on the grave of Denman Thomp- 
son - the "Uncle Josh" in the play. A man he never met personnally but 
whose words made a man of him. 




The Butler — Played by Harlan E. Class 






THE POTASH BOWL 



Many years ago, when good wood ashes could he traded in at the General 
Store tor tea, salt, silk. West India rum, etc v this beautiful spot was known 
as the place on which the Potash stood. See photo of Old General Store. 

The ashes were processed in a huge iron bowl to produce potash, lye, 
etc., for soap and other uses. Along with the boot, clock, hat and brick- 
making, the little potash industry disappeared from our midst long, long ago. 

For more than a century the old country road through Swanzey that 
followed the path by which you come into the Potash Bowl now, and in the 
center of which our stage sets, had heen abandoned, and this delightful 
amphitheatre, hidden in the trees, was forgotten by all. 

Sometime ago it was rediscovered by Harold Adams, former Trustee of 
the Carpenter Home to which it belongs, and visioning its possibilities the 
area was cleared and made available for the occasion of presenting "The 
Old Homestead". 

We tried to call it the Carpenter Amphitheatre, but the historic term, 



"Potash Bowl" caught the fancy - seemed to fit 



and hence the name. 
Plonier S. Bradley, Attorney 




bcene 



Act IV 



Walter Hanrahan as "Cy Prime" and Harlan Barrett as "Seth" 
Cy says : "I sort a trap for Seth. Can't make a move without losing three men." 




Double Male Quartet 
PAST-PRESIDENTS and CHAIRMEN 

of 

THE OLD HOMESTEAD ASSOCIATION 






rmen 



1939 - Rev. Rov M. Pearson ) 

> Co-Chain 
Leon E. Taylor ) 

1940 - Harold J. Adams ] 

Harlan G. Barrett \ Co-Chairmen 

Leon E. Taylor / 

Rev. Roy M. Pearson - Honorary Chairman 

1941 - Leland B. Bogue - Chairman 

1942 - 1950 — Harold J. Adams - President 
1951 - 1955 — Theodore E. Moe - President 
1956 - 1958 — Harlan G, Barrett - President 
1959 - 1960 ■ — Francis E. Stone - President 
1961 - 1962 — Douglas Navish - President 



SWANZEY PLAYERS REVIVE "THE OLD HOMESTEAD 



« 



In 1936 North Swanzey was in great need of a building to be used as a social center. 
The Hopkins P. T. A. had to meet in a small schoolroom, and at Christmas and the 
many parties there was not even standing room. As a P. T. A. was not allowed to own 
property, the North Swanzey Association was formed and they bought a small house 
with money earned from a pageant taken from the history of Swanzey called "The 
Blazing Arrow". The men and women started to rebuild, but wishing to pay off the 
mortgage and enlarge the building, the idea was suggested to put) on the play called "The 
Old Homestead", written by a Swanzey man and to be played by Swanzey players. The 
idea was discussed by Mrs. Helen Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Leland Bogue, the late Richard 
Ramsdell. Realizing that it was too big an undertaking for one group, it was suggested 
that the Congregational Church of Swanzey be asked to join, hoping to be able to pay 
off both mortgages. This they did — and the revival began. 

Several men pledged money to cover expenses (in case anything went wrong) and 
work was started on a pine-fringed pasture on the Carpenter lot - right aqross from the 
Town Hall - a steeply sloping hill that would become a natural outdoor amphitheatre. 
The men from the North, East, West and Center worked evenings, Saturday and Sunday's 
clearing the land. Carpenters built the big open-front stage using salvaged lumber. For 
months everyone interested worked with axes and scythes. The space for the seats was 
planned and one neighbor with a saw rig furnished power for*, cutting the posts on Which 
the rough board seats were laid. Still others set up an outdoor lighting system at the 
top of the hill on a staging thirty-five feet above the ground, to hold two huge batteries 
of thirteen special floodlights, giving thirty million candle power to illuminate the stage. 

The women were hardly mentioned in the first news columns, but they were right 
there - serving the men with doughnuts and coffee, some with 1 paint brushes, some pulling 
nails and others driving nails. Later they hunted the attics and borrowed clothes to be 
made over to fit each part; cleaned, pressed and made new costumes, all as near the 
original costumes as possible. 

Many of the original properties were borrowed 1 at first — the ottoman and hangings 
in the second act ; the church drop; pitchforks; Vituclc Josh's coat in act two; Eh Causey's 
hat in the first act; Cy Prime's cane; and the tambourine used in the Salvation Army. 
We later were able to buy from Mrs. Horton all the things she had that were a part 
of the original properties and had been used by Denmau Thompson and her husband, 
who was Uncle Josh and had carried on the show far several years after Denman Thomp- 
son was no longer able to play the part. 

But let us go back to the starting of the pla}- itself. Mr. Sprague Drenan was 
hired to coach the play. The first night for try-outs, no one pushed to the front. A 
few may have been decided upon but it took more thought. Soon Willard Thompson 
was to be our Uncle Josh, and he is still playing (and living) the part. No words can 
do this man justice for every year we say "He is perfect" and then the next he seems 
to be more so. Twenty long years in the same part ! However, there are a few more 
characters that have been in the play for twenty years. Mrs. Arthur Dudley, as our 
beloved Aunt Matilda; Walter Hanrahan as Cy Prime: Maurice Sullivan playing Happy 
Jack; Mrs. Leon Haskins as Mrs. Henry Hopkins and Harlan Barrett as Scth Perkins. 
There are many more that have worked for twenty years. Among them - The Bogues, 
Drews, Barrett's, Pages, Fairbanks, Dunhams, Blakes and Lanes. Mrs. Drew has been 
chairman of make-up nd never yet has seen the whole play! Mr. Drew has been coach 
for fifteen years and sang in the male quartet the; first year. There are almost number- 
less persons that have worked without either pay or praise — many have gone across 
the border but still live in our hearts. 

The first night there was a terrible thunder shower, but at about 7:45 p.m., the sun 
broke through. Boy and Girl Scouts put newspapers on the seats, the make-up crew went 
wild, as did most of us ; but the show went on - only a little late ! The performance 
amazed the critics. 






its' St to^^^Tf^ ***£** ° n ft l TCt t an ? even the fuli moon contributed 
its part to the scene. That is why we schedule the play as near the full of the moon 

Sh fthJi rt / ' e t P r, CXalIy by raoo " h ght as we see it now", and the moon was 

leany mere, the trees are taller now. 

™^rLT™T^ t ab ° U - S" f S B& * -° f the show - The actors m th « first act are 
made up and ready in place just a tew minutes before the curtain is due to rise. There 
was a telephone between the stage and Grange Hall, where the changes were made; a 
call given to be ready, and they would come running. Sometimes a fuse blew out be- 
cause too many flat-irons and electric fans were in use and that caused a little trouble, 
but whatever the trouble, "The play must go on" and it did - oxen and all. 

Needless to say, the play was a huge success and a general demand from all sides 
for another production m 1940 was noted. So early in 1940 plans and more work was 
begun. Every year the trees and dead branches have to be trimmed, seats and stage 
repaired nw costumes made and old ones mended, the scenery looked over and freshen- 
ed up. YJrs. Mildred Wilson of Keene has been our painter for twenty years and is another 
person behind the scenes that we would greatly miss. The 1940 production went on as 
planned with clear weather, a full moon and a large audience. Good fortune seemed to 
smile onus, for many times there would be a terrible shower in Keene and 1 North Swanzev 
but it did not cross the river into the Potash Bowl. 

The Old Homestead was given by the Swanzev Players four years, with °reat 
success, then because of war times and little gasoline, it was postponed "until 1946 That 
year it came back with a bang. There were only a few changes in minor parts- the 
directors, committee chairmen, clerk, treasurer, publicity director and corresponding- 
secretary had all formed a background that made it easier to revive the play There is 
a book with the maps of each act showing exactly where each property is to be placed. 

About this time, Harlan Barrett and the late Harry Dunham began touring Massa- 
chusetts to find certain properties used in the old play. After two days they found the 
statue of Venus locked in a box ; by signing personal notes the Association was able to 
use the statue in them production. Later the Association was able to buy the statue as 
well as the Ottoman and several other properties, original bells, chimes, etc. On April 2 
1947 we received a letter from Anita Kilpatrick and Mrs. Thomas B. Holmes, grand- 
daughters of Denman Thompson, giving us the original script to keep as long as the play 
is continued; then it is to go to the Mt. Caesar Library. 

Swanzev^ Players have taken great pride in the authenticity- of the productions. At 
one time (1951 Mr. Barrett was welcoming his audience, saving" everything was authentic 
when he was interrupted with "Moo-moo, Moooo !" The oxen, waiting patiently for their 
appearance, had added their bit of authenticity. 

One time the little white house in the. first act began to fall down. Uncle Josh very 
calmly called out, "Say, send the carpenters in here, my roof is falling in." Another time 
Cy Prune' found his coat sleeves tied up. He gave Seth Perkins a more than usual ugly 
look and went outdoors still working on the sleeves. Seth was innocent! 

The Old Homestead Band, under the direction of J. Edtwaixt Bouvier, was formed 
in 1946 or 1947, and has been a great attraction for years. The double-male quartet 
has always been a high-light of the play, thanks to many Keene men. 

Today there is a real stone wall. Several younger families are working to keep the 
good work going. The money now is divided six ways, for four churches and two 
community houses in Swauzey, We hope to continue for many years. All thanks go 
to the Swanzev people and their friends in Keene and joining towns. 

— Ethel Potter Barrett 

NOTE : This story written by Ethel Potter Barrett is reprinted as a tribute for many 
years of active participation in the "Old Homestead". Mrs. Barrett passed 
away May 7th while May flowering. 



The Proceeds from "THE OLD HOMESTEAD" 
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Congregational Church, Swanzev Center 
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East Swamey Comm unity House 
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Methodist Church,. Westport 




St, Anthony's Church, West -Swanze 
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North Swanzey Community House 
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ACTS 



1. Homestead Farm of the Whit- 
combs in Swanzey. 

2. Interior Hopkins Mansion, New 
York City. 

3. Grace Church at Night, New York 
City. 

4. Kitchen in the Old Homestead in 
Swanzey. 



Uncle Josh 



CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Joshua Whiicomb Willard L. Thompson 

Alternate — Oscar Doane, Jr. 

Aunt Matilda Ethel Dudley 

Alternate — Edith Armstrong 

C\\ Prime Henry Krippendorf 

Happy Jack Albert Armstrong 

Rickety Aim Dorothy Barrett 

Alternate — Barbara Stone 

Eb Canscy Clarence Vigneau 

Frank Hopkins Richard H. Parker 

Alternate — Fred Morris 

Annie Hopkins Yolanda Jarvis 

John Freeman Harry Kenney, 3rd 

Nellie Freeman Nancy Kelly 

Maggie O'Flahcrtx Janet Miller 

Henry Hopkins Leslie J. Fraser 

Alternate — ■ Sam Bradley 

The Dude Clarence Vigneau 

Mrs. Hopkins Marion Haskins 

Judge Patterson Leon Haskins 

Nellie Patterson Nancy Kelly 

Francois Fogarty Alfred McClure 

A Drunken Man Hank Kenney 

Reuben, Whiicomb William J. Kelly, Jr. 

Hobokeiv Terror Alan Anderson 

One of the Finest Robert Ambrose 

U. S. Letter Carrier Thomas Hngguis 

Mrs. Maguirc .... Irene Wood 

Seth Perkins Harlan Barrett 

Mrs, Murdock Peggy Frazier 

Stratton Girls Esther Blake, Nancy Kelly, 

Carol Kersnason, Sandra Wilber 

Warren Ellis Walter Parker 

Len Holhrook Harold Bell 

D. W'Ulard - Margaret Haggart 

Jczv's Harp - Albert LaFountaine 

Mclodian Eileen Duchesneau 

Driver of Oxen - Robert Smith 



OLD 

HOMESTEAD 

BAND 

J. Edward Bouvier 
Director 

Harlan G. Barrett 
Manager 

Guy Bailey 

Edwin Sterling 

Dominic Roy 

Don Harrington 

Anton Bowie 

Howard Richardson 

John Kelley 

Richard Bogue 

Laverne Bushnell 

Hugh Greegau 

Cecil Nash 
Charles Banner 
Forrest Clapp 
Aley Cunliffe 
Peggy Hanrahan 
Carol Croteau 
Siblev Darling 

Bill Curtin 

Herbert Brown 

Harold Bender 

Philip Barrett 

Herman Hill 

Robert Whitney 

Jackie Dinkel 

Margaret Haggart 

Harold Nash 

There are other area 
band members whose 
names are not available. 



MUSIC DIRECTOR — J. Edward Bouvier 

ACT I "WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY TONIGHT?" Herbert Capron 

DOUBLE MALE QUARTET: 

G. Richard Hutchins, Director Oscar Frazcr 

Kenneth Jeffery John Russell 

George Lovell John Fuller 

Herbert Carpon Henry Sanders 

ACT III "PSALMS" G. Richard Hutchins 

CHIMES Walter H. Parker 

SALVATION ARMY: 

, Flag Bearer 

Carol Croteau — Trumpet 

Herbert Capron — Drum 

Connie Ambrose Betsy McClure 

Marguerite Ayers Betsy Lane 

Diane Beecher Delphia Lane 

Eileen Duchesneau Peggy Frazier 

Norma Wright Marie Bouvier 

"TREES" Mrs. G. Richard Hutchins 




Henry Krippendorf as "Cy Prime" and Eclitli Armstrong as "Aunt Tildy 
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'Uncle Josh" gives the tramp (Mamies Sullivan) a ten dollar bill to pay 

his fare to N. Y. in Act I. 
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ASSISTANTS TO THE DIRECTORS 




Sound : 

Alton Bunnell, Sr., Chin. 

Alton Dunnell, Jr. 

Ozvucr oj Oxen: 
Walton West 
Driver of Oxen: 
Robert Smith 
Parking : 

E. Swanzey Fire Dept. 
Advaivce Ticket Sates: 
Mary Stone, Chm. 
Katherine Underwood 
Evelyn Thompson 

Ticket Booth : 
Mary Stone, Chm. 
Roger Emery 
Albert Chase 

Music Committee : 

J. Edward Bouvier, Chm. 
Barbara Curry 
Eileen Duchesneau 

Souvenir Prog ram : 

Harlan Barrett 

Refreshments : 

Warren Tracy, Chm. 

F. Dunn 
Mrs. F. Dunn 
Ellsworth Wilber 
Albert Dunham 
Phyliss Tracy 
Susan Tracy 
Donald Johnson 
Mrs. Donald Johnson 
Irving Oles 



Souvenir Sales : 

Mary Bogue 
Susan Tracy 

Advertising & Publicity : 
Harlan Barrett, Chm. 
Helen Kershaw 
Roger Emery 
Elsie Navish 
Phil Woodward 
Margaret Freeman 
Doris Macarthy 
Marion Marsh 
Phyliss Tracy 

Ushers: 

Dorothea Wilber, Chm, 
Judy Emery 
Sandra Wilber 
Pat Atherton 
Barbara Applin 
Caroline Little 
Caroline Parker 
Lynn Flanders 
Judy Jenks 
Connie Levigne 

Lights : 

Warren Barrett, Chm. 
Carl Bell 
Ronnie O'Brien 
Gregory Curry 

Overnight Reservations : 

Helen Kershaw 

Seating Committee: 

Rev, Lameries 
Frederick Frieze 
Frank Moore 
Louis Pasno 
Charles Miller 
Ernest Gilbo 
Charles Hanrahan 
Wilfred Blaine 
Arnold Cheney 
Wesley Savard 
Richard Blane 
Charles Ramsay 
Larry Wright 
Francis Lambert 



Grange Supper Committee : 
Anna Goodale, Chm. 
Harry Adams 
Thomas Fair hurst 
Veronica Goodale 
Ruth Adams 

Congregational Church 
Supper Committee : 

Pat Haselton 
Louise Hills 
Barbara Oles 
Connie Kenney 
Phyllis Wood 
Ruth Allen 

Registration Booth : 
Carolyn Stone 
Joan Pitcher 
Pam Pitcher 

Police : 

Ralph Rines, Chief 
Dan Petrowicz 
Robert Corn well 
Fred Steinka 
Aklen Clark 
Bob Buckley 
Raymond Schnyer 
Jerry Bell 
Russell Jefts 
Al Guymond 
Dan Whittemore 
Ed Dunham 
Verne Tolman 

Programs : 

Daiiene Frazier 

Shannon Flanders 

Properties : 

Carroll K. Dunham, Chm. 

Janet Dunham 

Myrtle Dunham 

Marjorie Murray 

William Murray 

Robert Murray 

Robert Kenney 

Frank Tisdale 

Hazel Snelling 

James Snelling 

Whitcomb Wells 

Hank Kenney 






ASSISTANTS TO THE DIRECTORS (Continued) 



Refreshments for Cast: 

Evelyn Thompson, Co-Chm. 

Elsie Navish, Co-Chm. 

Mrs. Queenie Stoodley 

Mrs. Ruth Plunimer 

Mrs. Lillian Grover 

Miss Janice Oski 

Mrs. Ruth Oski 

Miss Elsie Curtis 

Mrs. Ruth Curtis 

Mrs. Roy 

Mrs. Anna Lambert 

Phyllis Wood 

Barbara Oles 

Sally Goodale 

Mrs. Scribner 

Mrs. LaBelle 

Mrs. Leonard 

Souvenir Sales : 

Jean O'Berg 

Stage and Scenery: 

John Madden, Cram. 
Milan Madden, Stage Mgr. 



Mildred Wilson, Scenic Des. 

Leland Bogue 

Philip Woodward 

Foster Martin 

Donald Fuller 

Edward Jarvis 

John Stohr 

Wesley Castor 

Fire Protection: 

Don Simincau 
Carl Simiueau 
Ed Aron 
Dick Goodale 

Grounds : 
Jack Gemniell 

IVardrobe : 

Eunice Nelson, Chm. 

Myrtle Hackler 

Martha Blair 

Marion Martin 

Irene MacKenzie 

Mrs. George Schnyer 

Mrs. G. Fairbanks, Advisor 



Ticket Takers : 

Ray Lane 
Harry Kenney 
Borden Webb 
Francis Stone 

Antiquarian Com in. of 
Mt. Caesar Library Assn. 

Dorothy C. Robinson, Chm. 
Myrtle Dunham 
Rose DuBois 
Eleanor Goodell 

Hostesses : 

Gladys Starkey 
Elizabeth VonNorden 
Mildred Cross 
Ruth Palm 
Virginia Huggins 

Make-up: 

Dorothy C. Drew, Chm. 
Mildred Wilson 

Night IV at chwan: 
Hank Kenney 




Scene from Act III 

Willard Thompson as "Uncle Josh" — Kendall Page as "One of the Finest" 

Thomas Huggins as "U. S. Letter Carrier" 




Scene from Act IV 
Dorothy Barrett as "Rickety Ami" and Clarence Vigneau as "Eb Gansey 1, 



MME 




Salvation Army Scene from Act III 
Grace Church, New York — Background 




Scene from Act IV 

Harlan Barrett as "Scth" and Ethel Dudley as "Aunt Tildy" 

"Why don't you come over to see -its more often?, Seih?" 








Scene from Act IV 
'Peggy Fraser" as Mrs. Murdock - a nurse 







PLACES TO VISIT . . . 

Mt. Caesar Library Antiquarian — located across from the Potash Bowl. 
Open from 4 to 8 P. M. An interesting collection of antiques and 
historic relics. Souvenir postcards are available. 

N. H. Pythian Home (formerly the home of Denman Thompson) — located 
in West Swanzey, N. H. 

Kaylon View — Shrine and open air Stations of The Cross, on the property 
of j. Edward Bouvier, located south of town on Route 32. Open to 
the public and visitors are welcome. 

Covered Bridges in Swanzey - — 

Crescent Bridge — renamed recently "The Arthur Godfrey Kissing 
Bridge", built in 1859. Located at Sawyers Crossing. 

Carlton Bridge — located on road between Swanzey Center and East 
Swanzey, built in 1869. 

West Swanzey Bridge — Built in 1774 originally and replaced with 
present bridge in 1'832. 

Slate Bridge — located in Westport, built in 1862. 



SPECIAL EVENTS 



« » 



Old Homestead Church Service — will be held on Sunday, 11 :00 A. M., at 
the Brick Meeting House, Swanzey Center. Old Homestead Double Male 
Quartet will participate in the service. All are welcome. 

Old Homestead Suppers: 

Friday ■ — At First Congregational Church - Swanzey Center, K, H. 

Saturday — At Grange Hall - Swanzey Center, N. H. 

At West Swanzey Community Church - West Swanzey, 
N. H. 

Sunday — At Grange Hall - Swanzey Center, X. H., sponsored by 
membets of St. Anthony's Church. 

August 16th — Swanzey Old Home Day celebration at Swanzey Center. 







Entrance to Potash Bowl • — Summer 




Entrance to Potash Bowl — Winter 

TENTATIVE DATES — 1963 

"FULL of the MOON" 

JULY 5—6 — 7 

This Play produced by special arrangement with the 
WALTER K. BAKER CO., of Boston, Mass. 

"Now don't let this be your last visit to THE OLD HOMESTEAD" 



